ns THE 
ORACLE: 
OR, 5 
A SHORT PANEGYRIC 


Mr. PETER EDWARDS's 
© "MOST ADMIRABLE DEFENCE | 
0 F | 


INFANT SPRINKLING. 


BY 
3 of MOVE 


Think not to ſay within 8 We have 


Abraham to our father. Jzsuvs CHRIST. 


If ye be Chriſt's, then are ye Abraham's ſeed, and 
heirs according to the promiſe. Paul. 


— 2 * — 2 eat. 


BRISTOL: 
PRINTED BY W. PINE AND so. 
Sold by Burton, No. 24, Paternoſter-Row, London; 
JamMEs, Briſtol ; Taomson, Mancheſter; and DANIEL · 
Carmarthen. PEE on 


[Price TUREE- PENCE] 


T. 
he diſ 
takes, 
baptiſ 
his ch 
ſprink 
tire: 

infant 
or an 
ſcript 
plied 
ing, 
abloh 
goſpe 
lineſs 
tirely 
quiry 
—it } 
ſeque 
anity 
and x 
natio 
churc 
for it 
awfu 
vente 


by M 


ADVERTISEMENT. 


Tux Writer of the following lines, while 
he diſtinguiſhes between men and their miſ- 
takes, poſſeſſes the ſincereſt eſteem for his Pædo- 
baptiſt brethren.: nor is it in the leaſt againſt 
his chriſtian friend, but the advocate for infant 
ſprinkling only, that he aims the ſhafts ofſa- 
tire: For he views the practice of ſprinkling 
infants in the ſame light as infant-communion, 
or any other human invention ;—as totally un- 
ſcriptural ;—as ſupported by tradition, miſap- 
plied paſſages of ſcripture, inconcluſive reaſon- 
ing, and mere declamation : It ſeems to him as 
abſolutely repugnant to the ſpirituality of the 
goſpel diſpenſation, which requires internal ho- 
lineſs ;—as a rite impoſed on the infant, and en- 
tirely inconſiſtent with perſonal and free en- 
quiry, vital religion, and voluntary obedience ; 
Sit has alſo been extremely injurious in its con- 
ſequences, tothe cauſe of unadulterated chriſti- 
anity, ſince by this practice antichriſt has ſpread 
and maintained his baneful influence over many 
nations: And that it is the baſis of national 
churches and worldly eſtabliſhments, is clear; 
for it unites the church and the world, and thus 
awfully deceives deluded millions. This in- 
vented ceremony, therefore, being ſupported 
by Mr, Edwards with reaſonings ſo glaringly 
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[i] 

contrary to ſcripture, to faQts, to experience, 
and to reaſon, ſtrangely confounding together 
the jewiſh and the evangelical diſpenſation, muſt 
appear a fit ſubje& of ridicule, and not to be 
treated as divine and ſacred, any more than in- 
fant communion, nearly of the ſame date, or 
any other popiſh invention, although it be 


deemed a holy ordinance by multitudes, through 


the influence of ancient and general cuſtom, and 
deeply rooted prejudice. 

The writer charitably ſuppoſes that the zeal 
which many pious and conſcientious Pædobap- 
tiſts manifeſt for what they term infant-baptiſm, 
proceeds from their miſtake in cloſely connect- 
ing together, perhaps through want of mature 
conſideration, the important duty of parents to 
devote their infants to God, in which we are all 


agreed, and the unſcriptural ceremony of aſper- 


ling their faces with water; as if the former could 
not be duly performed without the latter: 
Whereas theſe two acts are entirely diſtin& and 
different things, and bear no natural relation to 
each other, the one being performed by the 
parents' mind, and the other by the hand of the 
TAY | 

The writer a&s only o on the defenſive ve in the 
preſent controverſy, needleſsly commenced, as 
he apprehends, by Mr. Edwards: : And as bap- 
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E 
tiſm is the counſel of God and a ſolemn ordi- 
nance of Jeſus Chriſt, he earneſtly and affection- 
ately intreats the conſcientious reader to aſk him- 
ſelf, in the preſence of God, the following im- 
portant queſtions, Is baptiſm a religious inſti- 
tution to be obſerved by myſelf as my own vo- 
luntary act, or could my relations as well per- 
form it for me, without my own knowledge, aſ- 
ſent, or compliance ? Is it more natural, or 
more ſcriptural, for my relations to be my agents 


in this matter, than in any other religious duty, 


ſuch as prayer and practical holineſs? Is 


baptiſm intended actively to expreſs any thing 
that is good, and could it be my expreſſion when 
it did not proceed from my own choice ? Have 


I not acceded to my baptiſm as right and pro- 


per, without having that internal witneſs of the 
ſpirit with which chriſtians are favoured in 
their obſervance of every divine command ? 
Have I, then, been truly baptized as my own 
act and deed, or only dedicated to God in my 
infancy as a token of my parents” piety, and not 
of my own? _ 

* Burt 1s it not a puzzling queſtion, 

By nomeanscaſy of digeſtion, 

Which do obey the law of Chriſt, 

The ſponſors, parent, child, or prieſt?“ * 


* Salopian Zealot, p. 25. c 
Ex ox near SAlLIx, 


Aug. 12, 1799. 
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THE 


ORACLE. 


| O what a flood of wonderous light 

| Now ruſhes forth upon our ſight! 

| How vaſt! how dazzling ! and how new! 
And how ſurpriſing in our view! 

From Edwards! quill the torrent flows; 
His page with peerleſs (a) ſplendor glows. 
Let all our eyes with wonder gaze, 
If eyes can bear ſo ſtrong a blaze, 
On this new light, that far outſhines 
The moſt renown'd and bright divines, 


(a) I cannot but feel much aſtoniſhed that this publica- 
tion ſhould be extolled by our Pædobaptiſt brethren, as 
poſſeſſing ſuperior merit to every other. On any ſubje& 


and not perplexed, whoſe arguments are natural and not 
foreign, and whoſe concluſions are fair, honeſt and ſolid- 


Is this applicable to Mr. E.'s publication ? 


lated only to entangle the incautious? 


Eclipſes 


thoſe books are moſt eſteemed, whoſe ſtyle is per ſpicuous 


Is it not a web of intricate theories, finely ſpun, calcu- 
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Eclipſes each ſurrounding light, 
And, like the ſun, confounds our fight : . 
How did we all in darkneſs roam, 

Till Edwards? page diſpell'd the gloom ? 

Nor aught is wanting in his tract, 

But ſcripture- truth and real fact. 

Iis now, once more, full. moon n agen | 
With Edwards” brain and Edwards' pen: 
But ah! though now ſo bright and clear, 

The moon again may diſappear ; 

O, let us then, with caution glory 

In this new light ſo tranſitory ! ON 

Alas! he once forſook the road, | 
So wonderous plain, fo ſtraight, ſo broad! 
Since Pn is the 42 85 c) mode: 


Forgive 


0) The reader ſhould be informed that our friend Mr. 
Edwards was originally a very zealous Pædobaptiſt, at 
which time the true light ſhone upon his mind; but alas, 
how ſoon was it involved in the thick gloom of believers 
baptiſm! However, it has again taken a favourable turn, 
and now ſhines as bright as ever. May his mind never fall 
again into ſuch darkneſs! | 

(e) Is it not truly aſtoniſhing that Mr. E. ſhould main- 
tain, againſt ſuch a vaſt weight of ev idence to the contrary, 
that baptiſm was, and ought to be, adminiſtered by 
ſprinkling ?—that he ſhould attempt to outweigh a talent 
with a feather, or beat down a tower with a ſtraw ?_ 
Jo prove in what ſenſe the ancient Greek authors in- 
variably underſtood the meaning of thoſe words bapto and 
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„„ 
Forgive this ſad miſtake of youth, 


For nom he treads the path of truth. 


227 15 Now 


baptizo, witch ſo many among profeſſing Chriſtians pervert 
to expreſs their own ideas, a few quotations: from their 
writings wiil moſt clearly illuſtrate, Herodotus's Euterpe, 


p. 68. If an Egyptian did but touch a ſwine paſling by 


him,—he ran tothe river and EC cbapſe, dipt himſelf 
in it with his clothes, — Plato, Republica, lib. Iv. p. 637. 
The dyers, when they are about to dip Barat, be pfai, a 
quantity of wool, — prepare it, —and then dip it B&@Tovos 
baptouſi, &c. things that are not dyed after this manner, 
no matter what dye Bam bapte they are al:! in, they 
never look well. | 

Ariſtotle, Hiſtory of animals, lis! VIII, 25 2. | Some 


| fort of fiſh cannot bear Bam roDοοο baptouſin to be put 
into a colder water in ſummer, | 


Strabo, lib, x1v. p. 982. 
day through the water dipped or immerſed Borifoperus 
baptiſomenoon up to the waiſt, 

Plutarch de Educat. p. 15, Sv the mind, if Wy 
rately exerciſed, grows more vigorous, but toe much toil 


Baris rt baptizetai, as it were, drowns and over. 


whelms it. Many more quotations might be inſerted. 
How unlikely does it ſeem that either of theſe verbs uſed 
by the native Greeks in ſo ſtrong and powerful a manner 
as in the caſes now adduced, could ever have been fo weak 
ened and enervated as to mean likewiſe as little water as a © 
few drops! How ſtrange that in one page it ſhould ſignify 


| to overwhelm, and in angther to moiſten by gens 


diſtillations! In 


The ſoldiers marched a W 1 | 


e 
New arguments for infant ſprinkling, + 
Which make a moſt ſonorous tinkling, 
| | Are 
The Greek chriſtians, who beſt underſtand the meaning of 
their own language, have. always baptized by immerſion, 
The moſt learned divines of the church of England, Dr. 


Hammond, Dr. Whitby, and a multitude more, as well as 


many eminent foreign writers, have maintained that bap- 
tiſm was originally adminiſtered by immerſion. See Booth's 
Pzdobaptiſm examined. The baptiſteries anciently erect- 


ed at Rome and in other places, and the fonts in many of 


our churches, in which infants were dipped until the days 


of Queen Elizabeth, ought to make Mr. E. bluſh ! In the 


order of baptiſm in the national church, the prieſt is in 


5 joined diſcreetly and warily to dip the child; ſprinkling 1 is 


allowed only in caſe of weakneſs, while immerſion is the 
legal mode eſtabliſhed in the church of England. The 
meaning of the word baptize in the original—the places 
where baptiſm was adminiſtered, ſuch as the river Jordan 


and Enon, becauſe there was much water there—the circum- 
ſtances attending the adminiſtration of the ordinance, 
e Jeſus, when he was baptized went up ſtraightway out of 


the water,” and Philip and the Eunuch firſt came to a cer- 
tain water, and then went down beth into the water, and 
came up out of the water, —and the deſign of the ordinance 
which repreſents the death, burial and reſurre@ion of Jeſus 
Chriſt, for believers were buried with him by baptiſm, and 
the ſubſcquent univerſal holineſs of the baptized chriſtian ; 
all theſe particulars abundantly ſhew that baptiſm is the 


_ immerſion of the whole body in water. But if Mr, E. be 
determined that he will not ſee, it is to no purpoſe to 


hold the cleareſt and ſtrongeſt light before his eyes. 
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Yes, and ſo ftrong ! be not ſurpriz'd, 


Are like New Almanacks the cry; 
They'll laſt a year: O, come and buy, 
Old Griffith Jones (d) produc'd a core 


Of mighty reaſons long before: 


How many a ſcore may yet be found, 
When thoſe have tumbled to the ground? 
The reaſons Edwards holds to view 

Are ſo amazing and ſo new, 


If now abortives be rhantiz'd, 
And infants of but eight days old, 
Since theſe are in the goſpel-fold ! 
Be to the holy ſupper brought, 
As ſome conſiſtent dons have taught, (e) 
Since Jones's days, what hoſts appear, 
With Williams' legion in the rear! 
But thou, O Edwards ! art the man, 
That now ſhall lead the dauntleſs van: 
B 2 To 


(d) A Welſh clergyman who was anſwered by Dr. Gill. 
(e) Dr. Prieſtley, Mr. Pierce, and others, who maintain 
infant communion, are the only conſiſtent Pzdobaptiſts ; for 


it is clear that no greater capacity is needed for the Lord's- 


Supper than for baptiſm, unleſs Chriſt could have appoints | 


ed two poitive evangelical inſtitutions ſo oppoſite, as to re- 
quire very great ſpirituality to obſerve the one, and the 
other none at all: And beſides, the ſame ſcriptural paſ- 
ſages adduced to ſupport infant baptiſm, equally apply te 
infant communion, 


9 


61620 
To multiply and diſcipline, 15 
And new array the troops, tis thine Il 
Tis thine the victory to complete, 
And totally the foe defeat: 
Thy men are freſh, thy weapons new; 
| Theſe! theſe! ſhall e'en a Booth ſubdue. 
See how the champion wields his Word, 

And points it at the ſacred word, 
While common ſenfe and reaſon feel 

The edge of his new-temper'd ſteel, 
Stand back! thou Paul, and Peter too, 


Elſe Edwards' troops vill thruſt you through. 


But what's the jtu Fof which his blade, 

So irreſiſtible! is made? 

He twiits together pointleſs words, 

As boys twiſt ruſhes into ſwords ; 

And his new arms (more {till he needs) 
Are in our ſight but feeble reeds; 
His proofs and reaſoning, in our eyes, 
Are vapours that becloud the ſkies. 

In all his treatiſe, ſome will aſk, 

What is his grand and mighty taſk ? 
He cloſely joins, without relation, 
The chriſtian church and jewiſh nation, 
And holds the gentile and the j Jew, 

As ONE HUGE MONSTER to our view, 
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Since infant Jews were circumcis d, (f) 
Believer's babes muſt be rhantiz'd ! / | 
„ B 3 & O, 


(/) How ſtrange a thing it is that circumciſion ſhould be 
the only part of the Jewiſh ritual which is to be imitated by 
chriſtians! and how much ſtranger is it that evangelical 
Pædobaptiſts are not aware of the authority from which it 
ſprung ! For did not the ſame church engraft infant ſprink- 
ling on circumciſion, as introduced the numerous extrinſic 
pomps of the tribe of Levi into the nominal temple of Chriſt? _ 
If it were not ſoy! but intended by Chrift himſelf regularly 


to ſucceed circumciſion, why did not Paul who was imme- 


diately taught by the Lord, aſſert this truth in his 
writings, where he ſo often treats on circumciſion ? Why 
did he circumciſe Timothy who had been before baptized 9 
Or how can we account for it, that this plea never occurred 
to any of the Apoltles, when engaged in ſettling the con- 


troverſy reſpecting circumciſion recorded in Acts xv? 


They muſt ſurely have been ignorant of it, or it ſlipt their 
memory: If ignorant, who could know it beſides them 
ſelves who might be called the primates of chriſtianity ? If 


it ſlipt their memory at one time, how unfortunate for the 


chriſtian church that they never recalled it? How diſſimi- 
lar is this practice to that rite? And ſurely it muſt have 


been in conſequence of a ſtrong conviction of this truth, 
that Dr. Prieſtley, with whom Dr, Willet, Dr. Hammond, 


Dr. Clarke, and other learned authors agree, acknowledges 
that baptiſm never came in the room of circumciſion. 
This. miſtake, namely, that baptiſm came in the room of 
circumciſion, (aud why not the Lord's Supper in the room 
of the paſſover ?) ſeems to be the grand foundation on which 
las been built a huge ſuperſtructure of ſtrange ir conſiſtencies 


O, what a church (to laugh forbear) + . 
Does his inventive genius rear 

On this foundation, deep and ſtrong, 

As popes have built on all along! (g) 


In 


—Of an inexplicable unſubſtantial covenant—Of ſpecial 


privileges belonging to the infants of believers—Of making 


an impoſed ceremony on the unconſcious infant, the ground, 


the bond, and motive of evangelical holineſs, and the very 


& laver of its regeneration”—Of ſponſors, the croſs, and 


confirmation Of national churches—Of proofs adduced 
from Geneſis and Exodus Of various diſtorted and miſap- 


plied texts of ſcripture which have no relation to baptiſm — 
Of unnatural inferences—Of wretched criticiſms—Of falſe 


reaſoning- Of ſevere inveftives—Of mere declamation— 
Of pathetic addreſſes to parents feelings, &c. &c. &c, 
Remove this baſis, and down falls the whole fabric of infant 


baptiſm. + | | 
(g) Do any of our brethren ventme to build their practice 


on the expreſs authority of the ſcripture, either precept or 


precedent ? If not, traditional ſanftions muſt be their ſandy 
foundation, And have not all the pontiffs of the Roman 
church made this kind of teſtimony the great law of their 


ſovereign edicts? Dr. Owen ſets his ſeal to this truth, when 


he ſays, © that many chriſtians, laying great weight on things 


not mentioned in ſcripture, betook themſelves to traditions, 
or to thoſe things, which they had heard by very uncertain 


reports, were practiſed by chriſtians in former times.” 
Theolog; L, VI, c. VIII, 8 9. 3 


And as long as national churches exiſt, ſo long muſt in- 


fant ſprinkling endure; for if this practice were aboliſhed, 


no one would be conſidered as a chriſtian, till he came 
forth, and from his own conviction of mind, aſſerted his 
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( 45 * 
"th Edwards' page behold a cut 


Of Gulliver (k) and Lilliput, 
With ſwarms of Lilliputian tribes, _ 


Which Portſea Gulliver deſcribes. 


What little ſaints all o'er the ground, 
In Edwards Lilliput are found! os 
Behold a famous church appear, 
Compos'd of new. born infants, there! 
Yes, the moſt numerous church on earth, 
Form'd of young babes, juft at their birth! 
In doing good what pains they take! : 
What charming melody they make ! 
How wiſe, how knowing, and how ſtrong! 
What noble parts to them belong! 
What graces, gilts, and virtues ſhine, 
O Edwards ! in this church of thine! 
O, what a church may ſpring up ſoon, 
Compos'd of members from the moon, 
| EB 4 | | Of 

adherence to the faith of the goſpel. But how much iujury 
has it otherwiſe produced, in making the moſt careleſs, 
vile, and flagitious, contented with their ſuppoſed religions 
becauſe in their earlieſt” ignorance they were diſtinguiſhed 
from the heathen mals, by receiving this invented ſign of 
chriſtianity! | | 

2) Gulliver was a fictitious traveller to the fictitious 
iſland of Liliput, where he was reported to find a mot 


remarkable race of puny inhabitants. Written by Dean 
Swift. ; | 


— ONT WY 4 — — 


a PE IR 
Of pigmy babes nine-times as ſmall, 
As infants born on our huge ball! 
Where lives this church from age to age ? 


On paper ſnug in Edwards” page; 


A meer nonentity renown'd, 
Compos'd alone of pompous ſound ; 


Ideal all, and real naught, 


A print devis'd by fertile thought. 

Not lambs within the goſpel fold, 

But only babes, our eyes behold; _» 

And Edwards' flock are nought (don't ſmile) | 

But puking infants all the while, 

This baby-church ſtands on no ground, 

Beſides great Edwards' brain profound, (i) 
7 all „ See 


(i) How inconſiſtent, how inexplitable, does it appear 


if our Pædobaptiſt brethren be right, that the Almighty, a 
being, whoſe very nature is ſimplicity, and whoſe works 


are all uniform and harmonious, ſhould have a church 
formed of ſuch incongruous materials? See it divided into 
its two claſſes, for as ſuch it really muſt exiſt if Paxdobaptiſt ; 
and yet ſcripture calls it one fold : There is one claſs en- 


dowed with reaſon, judgment, affection, Will, principle, and 


all mental and moral powers, in a ſtate of action; but ſee 
in the other claſs helpleſineſs and inactivity, without views, 


underſtanding, ſympathy, and voluntary conduct: But 
yet, theſe directly oppoſite materials make one uniform, 


beautiful temple, ſuch as the wars would build, and not 
man!!! 
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See that their intellects be clear, 
Leſt idiots () in your church appear. 
We fear (for ſuch the caſe has been,) 
That embryo infidels are in. 
No ray of reaſon we behold 
In any babe of eight days old; 
And infidelity and fin, (J, 
Not faith and grace, grow firſt within, | 
(i) Not one of our Pæ dobapiiſt brethren would be ſo 
inconſiſtent as to admit a known idiot, or a lunatic into his 


church: But if the Lord has appointed infant ſprinkling as 


a gn of church memberſhip, although he muſt have clearly 
foreſeen, that ſrom many pious parents ſuch children would 
proceed, yet he has appointed the ſeal of true religion for 
the 1rratioual and WARE, as much as for thoſe of ſound 
mind! $a, 

(1) If infant ſprinkling be a ſeal of church- menbernll; 
how oppoſite to our general views of God, that he ſhould 
permit the real members of his ſpiritual church ſo long to 
ſerve the enemy of that church; and that he ſhould allow | 
them to ſquander away in the practice of iniquity the very 
eſſence of their powers, even for a long time, if not to the 
end of their lives, after he has declared in their baptiſm 
their real union to his evangelical church! This argument 
cannot be retorted 2gainſt us as Baptiſts, who, in common 
with other ſects, are diſhonoured by apoſtates; for we do 
not declare in the baptiſm of any man his certain convei- 
fion, although our opinions are always favourable before 
we admit perſons to the ordinance; and ſo Philip took the 
eunuch's profeſſion as ſincere, under wich idea he baptized 


688) 
And has appear without, in all ; 
e. the Lord young children call. 
That they might know they were rhantiz' d, 
en a mark that's well devis d. 
Leſt none ſhould make the bleſling a. 
To the young babes when they are grown. 
How different all your infant race 
From that of parents void of grace, 
In nature, privilege, (n) and ſtate, 
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him: But mould any at la prove a dada to their pap⸗ 
tiſm, we do not profane this ordinance by adminiſtering it 
to an open ſinner or a profeſſed infidel ; nor are we require 


ed to examine the hearts of men on any religious matter, 


But our brethren do Hot wait for an evidence of character; 
they act all upon chance, all upon molly and the 


darkeſt uncertainties ! 


(a] All privileges conſiſt in temporals or ive, The 
children of our brethren do not ſurpaſs our own. children 
in the enjoyments of providential good: If chen all ſtand 
in one rank as a title to any tempo bleſſings, the advan- 


tage, if any, muſt be ſpiritual, But ſhould their children 
die before actual converſion, will our candid brethren 


aſſert that they are fitter for heaven, than our own offspring? 


If chey are ſpared through infancy to youth and manhood, 
do chcir difpoſt1 ions ſcem more amiable, their affections 


more pious, or their lives more obedient and exemplary? 


Where, then, can be their ſpiritual bleſſiugs, if what Chriſt 
ſaid be true, © By their fruit ye ſhall know them?” Or is 
it their peculiar privilege to believe without evidence, and 
amuſe themſclyes with a ſhadow devoid of ſubſtance 5 
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Your babes are all a holy feed, a 
The reſt a vile, a ſpurious breed b, : .. * ; 
What virtues run in chriſtian blood 1 * | 
The very name's a cleanſing floed; 4% 5 
While unbelievers' wretched race : 
Have no ſuch claim on ſaving grace: 
Ye doors of bliſs, admit thefe in, . 
But thoſe exclude as born in ſin!!! 3 P 
But will the great Jenovau look | 150 
With approbation on your book, 7 
That repreſents his ſovereign right 
In ſo ridiculous a light? 
Bluſh, Edwards, bluſh with pious ſhame, 
And doom your ſtubble to the flame. 

Your covenant, (u) too, is ſo profound, 


Its wonderous depth we cannot ſound. 
| — | . But 


(n) We wiſh our Pzdobaptiſt brethren would clearly 
and fully explain the covenant on which they ſo much in», 
iſt, and inform us by whom and with whom, as well as 
when, it was made,—where it is to be found, - whether 1t 


was made with all or only with ame f the children of be- 


lieving parents? Whether they continue to be in it for ever, 
or not? If the former, how is it that many ſo ſoon i ĩn prac- 
tice, prove unworthy of its bleſſings, and diſgraceful to iis 
principles? If che latter, how does it agree with the divine | 
nature and purpoſes which, bcing immutable, convey this 
perfection to his covenants? And why do not the deſcends | 
ants of believing parents continue to be believers themſclyes | 


And long appear without, in all ; 
Except the Lord young children call; 


That they might know they were rhantiz'd, 


Imprint a mark that's well devis'd, 11 
Leſt none ſhould make the bleſſing Den, 
To the young babes when they are grown. 
How different all your infant race 

From that of parents void of grace, 
In nature, privilege, (n) and ſtate, 
| When you have . their tender pate! 

| | | Jour- 


him: But ſhould any at laſt prove a A feantdal to their bap- 


tiſm, we do not profane this ordinance by adminiſtering it 


to an open {inner or a profeſſed infidel ; nor are we requir- 


ed to examine the hearts of men on any religious matter, 
Bat our brethren do not wait for an evidence of character; 


they act all upon chance, all upon Improbabilty and the 


darkeſt uncertainties ! 


(m) All privileges conſiſt in temporals or r ttlzituals, The 
| children of our brethren do not ſurpaſs our own children 


in the enjoyments of providential good: If then all ſtand 
in one rank as a title to any temporal bleſſings, the advan- 
tage, if any, muſt be ſpiritual, But ſhould thcir children 
die before actual converſion, will our candid brethren 


aſſert that they are fitter for heaven, than our own offspring? 
If they are ſpared through infancy to youth and manhood, 


do thcir diſpoſnions ſeem more amiable, their affections 
more pious, or their lives more obedient and exemplary ? 
Where, then, can be their ſpiritual bleſſings, if what Chriſt 
ſaid be true, © By their fruit ye ſhall know them?“ Or is 
it their peculiar privilege to believe without evidence, and 
amuſe themſclves with a ſhadow devoid of ſubltance 2? 
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Your babes are all a holy feed, 
The reſt a vile, a ſpurious breed! > 
What virtues run in chriſtian blood ! V 
The very name's a cleanſing flood ; 
While unbelievers” wretched race 
Have no ſuch claim on ſaving grace: 
Ye doors of bliſs, admit tee in, 
But thoſe exclude as born in fin!!! 
But will the great Jenovan look _ 
With approbation on your book, 
That repreſents his ſovereign right 
In ſo ridiculous a light? 
Bluſh, Edwards, bluſh with pious ſhame, 
And doom your ſtubble to the flame. 

Your covenant, (n) too, is ſo profound, 
Its wonderous depth we cannot ſound, | 


But 


(n) We wiſh our Pædobaptiſt brethren would clearly 
and fully explain the covenant on which they ſo much in- 
ſiſt, and inform us by whom and with whom, as well as 
when, it was made, —where it is to be found, — Whether it 
was made with all or only with ſome of the children of be- 


| lieving parents? Whether they continue to be in it for ever, 


or not? If the former, how is it that many ſo ſoon in prace 
tice, prove unworthy of its bleſſings, and diſgraceful to its 
principles? If the latter, how docs it agree with the divine 
nature and purpoſes whicn, bcing immutable, convey this 
perfection to his covenants? And why do not the deſcends 

ants of believing parents continue to be believers themſelves | 


Þ 20 

But is our Gulliver fincere ? 

Does he not admirably jeer? 

Has he not written to expoſe 

Theerror and the zeal of thoſe, & 

Who ſtill maintain what he pretends 

To hold, and ſeemingly defends ? | 

Our Gulliver is not inſane, 

Llewelyn- like, nor yet “ profane,” 
2 | | EN = 18 


to the end of the world ?—Whether it be a covenant of 

works, or a covenant of grace ?— And what are the bleſſings 
which are contained in it, and excluſively belong unto it 
The ſhnort · ſighted Baptiſts cannot poſſibly diſcover ſuch a 
covenant as their brethren attempt to eilabliſh. 


A modern publication of great repute has this heteroge= | 


neous definition of Baptiſm ; 
e It is an ordinance of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt' 's. 8 


tion in his viſible church, to be continued till the end of 


time, and is a vi/ible fign of inward and ſpiritual grace, is an 
initiating ordivance to the fellowſhip and communion of 
the church, and is to be adminiſtered to believing adults 
and their children, &c. Vide the Miſhonary Vo) age, p. 417. 
Alt. Baptiſm. | 

If this be true, the ipferences are the followi ing: 

1. % That 2s baptiſm « is an ordinance of the viſible 
church, „and adminiſtered to infants, infants of courſe are 
members of that church. | | | 
2. That as baptiſm „ is a Gen of inward and ſpiritual 
grace,“ infants who are baptized, poſſeſs inward aud ſpi- 
ritual grace, and therefore are expected from earlieſt life 
to exempliſy the principles of grace; but is this fact? 
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a. ( 21 ) | F. 5 \ 
Is he not gone to Williams' quarters, 
The cunning ſpy among deſerters? 
Yes, will he not betray the fo, 


And finally his cauſe o'erthrow 2? 


O, truſt him not ; he ſtill may Ne, 


4 And wear the gown; think that not ſtrange, | 


So Jonah's gourd chang'd ere *twas noon, 
It roſe, it ſpread, it withered ſoon. | 
Let us no more with ſounds contend, WM -- 1 
But ſmile at our diſputing friend, b 
When ſcripture, hiſtory, facts, and reaſon, x: 
And common ſenſe, are out of ſeaſon. 
Write on, good Sir, and {till ſend more 
Believing crowds to Jordan's ſhore, _ 
4} | | There 


3. That as baptiſ m e is an initiating ordinance to chal 
communion,” infants who are baptized are united to ſuch 6:81 
communion, and are, therefore, entitled to its other ordi- 
nances, ſuch as the Lord's Supper, &c, as well as enjoined 
to perform the duties devolving upon every member in 
church communion ; but is this uſual? Is this poſſible? 
What a rational account, therefore, of baptiſm does this 
exhibit! 

4+ That as baptiſm * is to be 2dminifiered to the 
children of believing parents, (and it ſeems to ſul only) ; 
becauſe it is a © ſign of inward and ſpiritual grace,” pious | | 
parents have a divine ability to conſummate ſpiritual as well 
as natural life to their infants, Therefore, the children of 
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believers ate far better than all others! 
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There to inform the world around, 
Your proce are all an empty found. 00 


6 It is very certaig hat Mr. . expebted his candid 


reaſons and cogent arguments, would unvail the mind of error 


and invite the judgment to the ſide of truth. But alas, in 
this attempt he has ſadly failed ; for ſeveral chriſtians, and, 


more than one who are now miniſters, were directed by 


Mr. E. 's arguments to ſeek after truth on the ſide he op- 
poſed, Where they have happily found it, not even ſullied 


by tradition's duſt, nor in the leaſt weakened by infe- 


rential aſſertions. We ſhall thank Mr. Edwards to return 
a full; and a clear anſwer, founded on the Holy Scriptuie, 
to all that has been advanced, i in this little tract 1 in defence 
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